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We are less than a week away from having two new saints in the Church - Louis and ZÃ©lie Martin!

I have a family of friends who are so excited for their canonization, you'd think they were distant

relatives of theirs. For those of you unfamiliar with these two future saints, they are the parents of

St. ThÃ©rÃ¨se of Lisieux as well as many other children including four nuns! They were truly a holy

family and a model for us all, and I believe we should read more about them, so that we can

emulate them. TAN Books is one of the best sources for books about the Martin family, and I'd like

to tell you about a few of them today.The Story of a Family was published in the 1940s, reprinted in

1994 by TAN Books, and now has been reprinted again in 2015 in time for the canonization of Louis

and ZÃ©lie Martin. The book is only fifteen chapters in length, but it is full of detail as it spans 400+

pages. The book begins by giving us a backstory of the two parents and their early years. We learn

that Louis was a watchmaker and ZÃ©lie was a lacemaker. It was these two professions that led to

their chance meeting. Both felt a call to the religious life, but chose to marry. Interestingly enough,

after marriage, Louis Martin wanted to live a celibate married life, like Mary and Joseph, but ZÃ©lie

had strong maternal instincts. We also learn about the children they had, the children they lost, and

a great deal about ThÃ©rÃ¨se.Chapter 13 - 'The Offering of the Children" was my favorite chapter.



In this chapter, we learn of the Martins deep desire to give birth a future priest. They lost two boys,

and therefore their hope was lost after this. However, with each girl, they had dreams, which came

true, of populating the cloister.
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